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NEWSLETTER 
JANUARY, 2012 
 

Merry Christmas!   
St. Mary’s full 
Christmas Mass 
Schedule is provided 
below. 
 

 
 
 

 

Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve 
 

4 PM Mass in the Church, Choristers & Youth Choirs 
 

4 PM Mass in the Parish Center Hall, Contemporary Choir 

(Hall Mass includes the Christmas Pageant) 
 

5:30 PM Mass in the Church, Organ, Trumpet, Cantor 
 

7:30 PM Mass in the Church, Organ & Cantor 
 

Midnight Mass in the Church, Organ & Adult Choir 
 

Sunday, December 25, Christmas Day 
 

7:30 AM Mass in the Church, Organ & Cantor 
 

9:30 AM Mass in the Church, Organ & Cantor 
 

11:30 AM Mass in the Church, Organ & Cantor 

 

Cover Photos:  Mountains of Christmas presents for the poor 

surrounded St. Mary’s altar Dec. 10 & 11 as parishioners 

contributed to the “Give A Gift” Project.  Thank you! 



 
 

 

St. Mary’s Parish 

8 Church Street 

Holliston, MA  01746  

 

Rectory:   429-4427, 879-2322 

Fax:  429-3324 ~ Music:  429-4427  

Religious Education Center:  429-6076 

Religious Education Email:  st.marysre@verizon.net 

Parish Email Address:  st.marys2@verizon.net 

Website: www.stmarysholliston.com 
 

Parish Clergy  
 

Rev. Mark J. Coiro, Pastor 

The Xaverian Fathers, Weekend Assistance 

Rev. James Flynn, Weekend Assistance  

Deacon Martin Breinlinger, Perm. Deacon 

Deacon Philip Caruso, Perm. Deacon 
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John Paul II 

Service 

Award 
 

Congratulations to St. 

Mary’s Altar Server 

Jolo Barcinas, who 

was recently awarded 

the Pope John Paul II 

Service Award.  

Presented by Cardinal 

O’Malley at a special 

Mass at the Cathedral, 

the award recognizes 

exceptional service to 

one’s parish by a 

youth.  Jolo, for 

instance, moved from 

Holliston to Acton 

two years ago, but 

still travels to St. 

Mary’s twice a month 

with his brother 

Vincent to serve Mass 

here.  Well done Jolo! 

Photo Top Left:  Jolo 

at the Cathedral of the 

Holy Cross.  Photo 

Bottom Left:  The JP 

II Service Award. 

Welcome!   
 

St. Mary’s rejoices to welcome these twelve babies newly 

baptized into Christ and His Holy Catholic Church.  May we 

be a true Parish Family for them, supporting them in every 

way, and helping them to become witnesses of Christ’s love 

to the world. 
 

Emmie Jane Cumming                Brooke Elise Martinelli  

 

Benjamin Wilfred Brower               Colton Ronald McGrath 

 

James William Passamonte             Teresa Curie Agarwal 

 

MacKenzie Elizabeth McDonald   Sylvia Anne Souza 

 

Jack Thomas Smith    Christopher James Landers 

 

Kellan Josef Tchaicha    Bennett Hays Simon 

 
 

Holy Hour for Life 
  
The Archdiocese of Boston Holy Hour for Life will be held 

on the Vigil of the National Day of Prayer and Penance.  The 

bishops of the United States have established January 23 as a 

particular day of penance “for violations to the dignity of the 

human person committed through acts of abortion, and of 

prayer for the full restoration of the legal guarantee of the 

right to life.”  
 

The Holy Hour will be prayed simultaneously at parishes, 

college campuses, hospitals, convents, and on the buses 

carrying our teens and seminarians to Washington, D.C.  All 

those faithful to the inherent dignity of all human life from 

conception to natural death are invited to participate. 
 

Here at St. Mary’s, the Holy Hour will take place on Sunday, 

Jan. 22 at 7 PM in the church.  It will include Adoration & 

Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.  Deacon Martin 

Breinlinger will be preaching and presiding. 

  

Valentine’s Dance 
  
The date is Saturday, February 4

th
 from 7-11 PM in the Center 

Hall.  There will be a candlelight dinner with delicious food, 

beer, wine, and dancing to a DJ with music for all ages.  

Babysitting with kids’ activities will be offered in the Lower 

Church and classrooms by St. Mary’s Confirmation 

candidates ($5 a child, $10 cap).  Dinner tickets are $13 per 

adult, $25 per couple and go on sale after all Masses the 

weekends of Jan. 21/22, and Jan. 28/29.  Save the date! 

 



STEWARDSHIP AT ST. MARY’S 
 

“A Christian steward is one who receives God’s gifts gratefully, cherishes and tends them in a responsible and 

accountable manner, shares them in justice and love with others, and returns them with increase to the Lord.” 

 

Stewardship of Retired Priests ~  

The 2011 Christmas Collection 
 

There is only one collection taken up at Christmas Masses and every penny of it goes to support the housing and 

healthcare costs of our retired priests – holy men who have given their entire lives in service to God’s people.   

The Clergy Fund that provides for their needs is currently underfunded.  So please, if you can, try to make a truly 

sacrificial gift for our priests at this year’s Christmas Mass collection.  Please also pray for these wonderful men.   

On behalf of all our retired priests, THANK YOU! 

 

Stewardship of Parish ~  

The Grand Annual 
 

Thank you to all who have already done their part in this year’s Grand 

Annual – the single most important collection at our parish each year.  

As of December 18, 2011, 56% of St. Mary’s active families had 

made their Grand Annual gift, bringing us to 92% of goal.  If you have 

not yet done so, please return the orange Grand Annual envelope you 

received in the mail as soon as possible (extras at the church doors).  

Grand Annual envelopes may be placed in any Mass collection basket 

or mailed in or dropped off.  
 

We ask every single family of our parish to please participate in the Grand Annual, doing the best they can according 

to their means.  A successful Grand Annual will keep our parish debt free (a status we finally achieved just a year 

ago).  100% of goal is needed to pay off some expensive facilities projects that could not be put off any longer.  

These included the siding of the rectory currently underway (its exterior was severely deteriorated), replacement of 

the Parish Center Hall windows (photo above), a new roof for the leaking Annex Classroom building, and various 

other facilities items outlined in your Grand Annual Letter.  Thank you for your generous support.  
 

Stewardship of the Poor ~  

The Middle School Youth Group Cookie Walk 
 

Thank you to all who partook of the delicious St. Mary’s Cookie Walk the weekend of 

December 10 & 11.  Sponsored by our Middle School Youth Group, the event raised a 

record $2,100!  All funds will go to assist God’s poor in Haiti.  Special thanks to Mrs. 

Tina Hein for coordinating the event, to the MSYG families who baked the 650 dozen 

cookies, and to the MSYG youths and parents who helped run the event.   

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

  
 

December 18, 2011 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Dear Members of the St. Mary’s Parish Family, 
 

My hometown is two hours away from Holliston in the Farmington Valley of Connecticut.  When visiting home, I am 

often struck by the changes in the place where I grew up and my parents still live.  Some of the changes are welcome; 

for instance there is now some racial diversity in what used to be an all-white community.  Some of the changes are 

unfortunate; like the development of woods and brooks where as kids my siblings and I used to play and swim.  

Occasionally, I am shocked to discover some very drastic change – like when I saw that a senior housing community 

had replaced my elementary school playground.  I didn’t even see the construction underway; I just drove into town one 

day and there it was - complete and occupied.  Changes like that one usually make me realize that I have been away 

from home too long, and that I need to be more present to my family there. 
 

This coming weekend, St. Mary’s and other parishes will welcome many of our Catholic brothers and sisters who only 

occasionally worship with us.  These individuals will have the experience of coming home to Mass for Christmas, and 

discovering that home has changed in their absence.  With the exception of the Our Father, every single Mass prayer 

and response will be different from what they knew before.  Over these past weeks of Advent, those Catholics who 

attend Sunday Mass have been part of the nationwide implementation of the 3rd Edition of the Roman Missal.  They 

have studied the meaning of the new words, and week by week have become more comfortable using them at Holy 

Mass.  This Christmas, though, there will be large numbers of people worshipping with us that are unfamiliar with the 

changes, and probably some who despite our best efforts will be caught entirely off guard. 
 

Given this, let us make a special effort to extend kindness, a warm welcome, and a helping hand to our visitors.  If you 

see someone standing to pray without one of the new Mass pew cards this Christmas – pass them one or share your 

own.  If you are a practicing Catholic and so have some confidence with the new words, speak them AS LOUDLY AS 

POSSIBLE.  This will assist our visitors and also foster a unified sound of prayer instead of the discordant clashing of 

old and new responses. 
 

A certain amount of confusion as we worship this Christmas is going to be inevitable.  But my hope is that just as 

finding a major change in my hometown makes me realize I need to visit more frequently – so experiencing the changes 

at Mass may help the inactive members of our parish realize that they have become disconnected from God’s Church.  

Hopefully, this will motivate some of them to become more involved and present to their faith family in the future.  And 

it is the way that you and I receive and welcome these individuals that can make all the difference.   
 

This coming weekend, let us remember Mary, Joseph, and the unborn Christ child turned away from the Inn that first 

Christmas Night.  Let us look upon our Christmas visitors as the Holy Family arriving at our own door, and do whatever 

it takes to accommodate them.  This may mean parking farther from the church, sitting in a different pew or even 

having to stand.  Certainly it will mean special efforts to help them with the new Mass words.  But if even one lapsed 

Catholic reconnects with their spiritual home because of the loving way we receive them this Christmas, then the small 

sacrifices involved will be well worth the effort. 
 

In Christ’s Service and Yours,   
           
           Rev. Mark J. Coiro 

               Pastor 

 

P.S.  Cardinal O’Malley has written a pastoral letter to all Catholics of the Archdiocese of Boston.  Titled “Jesus' Eager 

Desire: Our Participation in the Sunday Mass,” the letter may be read at: www.BostonCatholic.org/SundayMassLetter. 

Please take a few minutes to read this beautiful letter that your bishop has written to you. 

Saint Mary’s Parish 
8 Church St. ~ Holliston, MA ~ 01746 ~ (508) 429-4427 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

January, 2012 
Knights of Columbus News 

St. Mary’s – Holliston (Council #14224) 

Council 14224 
St. Mary’s Parish 

Holliston, MA  01746 
 

Calendar of Events 
          
January 

11:   Officers’ Meeting 
15:   VA Hospital Visit 
18:   Business Meeting 
21:   Walk for Life 
        (Framingham) 
21:   Blood Drive 
 
February 

  8:   Officer’s Meeting 
15:   Business Meeting 
 
 

GRAND KNIGHT 

Al Scaramella 
 

DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 
Tony Alexander 

BLOOD DRIVE: SATURDAY, JANUARY 21 
The Knights will be sponsoring their Fifth Annual Red Cross Blood Drive on January 21

st
, 

2012 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the St. Mary’s Lower Church Hall. Nationwide, the 

Knights of Columbus have provided sponsorship for the Red Cross for many years. We’re 

proud to continue that practice here at St. Mary’s. If you would like to donate, please call 1-

800-GIVE-LIFE to setup an appointment. Walk-ins are also welcome.  

 
CHRISTMAS IS COMING 

On Saturday, December 10
th
, the K. of 

C. set up St. Mary’s outdoor Nativity 
Scene, minus baby Jesus who will be 
placed on Christmas Eve. [Photo left]. 
They also put up the lower outdoor 
Christmas lights, and decorated one 
tree with all blue lights in honor of the 
Blessed Mother.  This year the 
Knights also ran the “Give A Gift” 
program. [See Newsletter Cover 
photos].  Nearly 500 presents were 
sorted and driven to two inner city 
parishes.  Thank you to all who took 
part in this beautiful outreach effort!  

 
KNIGHTS IN THE NEWS … The city of Rome recently dedicated a new city square in honor of the Knights of 

Columbus. In recognition of nearly a century of service to the city, the city established “Largo Cavalieri di Colombo” on 

December 6
th
. You can read about it at www.kofc.org. 

 

 

 

A FEW GOOD MEN …  Are you interested in joining an award-winning council of the Knights of Columbus?  If so, 

we’d love to hear from you. Our council is steadily growing and is having a greater impact in the communities of St. 
Mary’s parish and the town of Holliston. If you’re a practicing Catholic man aged 18 or over, contact Al Scaramella, 
Grand Knight at 429-7588.  Welcome! 

 

 

 
WINGS (Women in God’s Spirit)  

 “Faith is strengthened when it is given to others.” - Blessed Pope John Paul II 
 

   The WINGS ministry provides a wonderful opportunity for women to deepen their 
   relationship with God, by gathering to study God’s Word, pray, and share with one 
   another. Our Winter WINGS season is the season where we reflect on “God’s Living 
   Word in Scripture.”   
 

   Please join us, Wednesday, January 11
th 

 
        When Instructor in Sacred Scripture Celia Sirois kicks off the Winter Season entitled:  
         

“Celebrating the Mass” 
 

Together through scripture we will explore the Mass, the “Source and Summit of the Christian Life.” 
(The Bible Study book that will be used is “Celebrating the Mass”  
by Kevin Perrotta, six weeks with the Bible series) 
 

WINGS (Women in God’s Spirit) is a faith enrichment group for women of all ages.  Please join us for our 
winter season, whether you can attend each week or just some weeks.  WINGS meets on Wednesday 
mornings from 9:30 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. in the Parish Hall.  Nurturing childcare is available.  For more 
information on WINGS call Linda Calabrese at 508-893-7919, visit the WINGS website at 
www.Catholicwings.com, or visit the Saint Mary’s website.  Details on WINGS, and the winter season 
schedule (soon to be posted), can be found under Adult Faith Groups. Scroll to ADULT FAITH 
GROUPS>WINGS>”What is the current WINGS schedule?” and click on the link.  Print out at home or pick 
up a copy at any WINGS meeting.    

 

http://www.kofc.org/
http://www.catholicwings.com/



